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Appl. No. 09/755,978 

Amdt . dated September 15, 2004 

Reply to office Action of June 25, 2004 

^E^MKiflTS TQ THE C1*AIM5 

Claims 1-10 were amended in the Preliminary Amendment filed 
January 5, 2 0 01. Claims 1/ 2, 5, 8, 9 and 10 were amended in the 
Amendment filed August 12, 2002. Claims 1, 4, 5, 8,9 and 11 were 
amended in the Amendment filed January 28, 2003. Claims 1-11 
were rejected in the Office Action dated June 25, 2 004 , 

Please amend claims 1, 9 and 11, as set forth in the following 
listing of the claims. 

1. (currently amended) An operating 
arrangement for a sliding door (10), comprising: a door lock (14) 
for locking the door (10) in a closed position of the door, a 
latching device (16) which is distant from the door lock and can 
be arrested in a positive- locking manner and serves for holding 
the sliding door (10) in its open position, an inside door 
operating means (18) having an inside door handle, an outside 
door operating means (20) having an outside door handle, a driven 
element (32. 441 . and a plurality of connecting elements (22, 24, 
28 ) including a first connecting element (22 ) c o u p led — trer 
extending from the inside door operating means (18) to the door 
lock f!4) . a second connecting element (24) coupled to extending 
from the outside door operating means (20) to the door lock fl4) , 
and a third connecting element (28)- co u p led t o extending from the 
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latching device fro fche, driven element, C [a] ] the driven element 
(32, 44) be^ncr drivable by either one of the inside door handle 
and the outside door handle via respectively the first connectini 
element (22) or the second connecting element (24) to act on the 
latching device (16) via the third connecting element, wherein 
the door lock (14) and the latching device (16) are able to be 
operated mechanically by the door handles via said plurality of 
connecting elements (22, 24, 28), and logical functions for 
locking/unlocking the sliding door (10) are realized in the door 
lock (14), and wherein the first and th^ B pr^H connecting 
elements (22, 24) are provided rear^nt-H wi lV with driver elements 
(40, 42) for engaging the driven el^nb. f.H^ driver elem P nt- ft 
frqino, located between the two door handles and the door lock (14) 
at a distance from the door lock (14) , to effect the drivability 
of the driven element (32, 44) by either one of the door handles, 
and wherein the first connecting element is uncoupled from the 
second connecting element enabling the first and the second 
connecting elements to move independently of each other. 

2 . (previously presented) The operating 
arrangement as claimed in claim 1 , wherein at least for said two 
door handles, separate ones of said connecting elements (22, 24) 
and said driver elements (4 0, 42) are provided, the latter 
interacting with said driven element (32, 44) . 

3. (previously presented) The operating 
arrangement as claimed in claim 2, wherein the driver elements 
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(40, 42) lie directly next to one another and said connecting 
elements (22, 24) from the door handles run parallel to one 
another at least in this region. 


4. (previously presented) The operating 
arrangement as claimed in claim 1, wherein the driver elements 
(40, 42) act on a reversing lever (32) on which the third 
connecting element (28) to the latching device (16) is secured. 


5. (previously presented) The operating 
arrangement as claimed in claim 1, wherein the driver elements 
(40, 42) are uncoupled from the third connecting element (28) to 
the latching device (16) such that driving only takes place in 
one direction of movement of the driver elements relative to the 
connecting element (28) . 


6. (previously presented) The operating 
arrangement as claimed in claim 5, wherein uncoupled driving 
takes place toy simple bearing of said driver elements (4 0, 42) 
against a driving surface (44) on reversing lever (32) . 


7. (previously presented) The operating 
arrangement as claimed in claim 1, wherein the connecting 
elements (22, 24, 28) are at least partially formed as Bowden 
cables . 
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S. (previously presented) The operating 
arrangement as claimed in claim 7, wherein said Bowden cables 
(22. 24) of the connecting elements from the door handles are 
continuous in a region of the driver elements (40, 42), and 
Bowden- cable sheaths (36) being omitted in said region. 


9. (currently amended) An operating 
arrangement for a eliding door(io), comprising: a door lock (14) 
for locking the door (10) in a closed position of the door, a 
latching device (16) which is distant from the door lock and can 
be arrested in a positive- locking manner and serves for holding 
the eliding door (10) in its open position, an inside door 
operating means (is) having an inside door handle, an outside 
door operating means (20) having an outside door handle, a drivp^ 
element, (32, 44, ) , and a plurality of connecting elements (22, 24, 
28) including a first connecting element (22) couple J Lu 
extendi nq f r nm the inside door operating means (18) to th R r?r^r- 
I pck (14) , a second connecting element (24) uuuylLj Lu 6] ct eB rii nq 
£ro™ the outside door operating means (20) to the r^o-r- 
and a third connecting element, (28) cuaplcJ Lo ^t^inn * m the 
latching device to the driven el^nf, [ [a] ] £h& driven element 
(32, 44) fefiina drivable by either one of the inside door handle 
and the outside door hsusHs. via respectively the first connecting 
element (22) or the second connecting element (24) to act on the 
latching device (16) via the third connecting element, wherein 
the door lock (14) and the latching device (16) are able to be 
operated mechanically by the door handles via said plurality of 
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connecting elements (22, 24, 28), and logical functions for 
locking/unlocJcing the sliding door (10) are realized in the door 
locJc (14), and wherein the first and th e si^r^H connecting 
elementa (22, 24) are provided re S p ae tiv ft i Y with drive elements 
< 40 ' 42) * or enq^eyjncT the driven element, fh. ^riv ft r p!p^ p 
fe e ***g located between the two door handles and the door 3 r^k 
at a distance from the door lock (14) to effect the drivability 
of the driven element (32, 44) by either one of the door handles, 

wherein individual ones of the plurality 
of connecting elements (22, 24, 28) are at least partially formed 
as Bowden cables, and said Bowden cables (22, 24) of the first 
and the second connecting elements from the door handles are 
continuous in a region of the driver elements (40, 42), Bowden- 
cable sheaths (36) being omitted in said region, the driven 
element comprising a reversing lever (32) pivotably mounted 
within a housing body (30) ; and 

Bowden -cable sheaths (36) of the first 
and the second connecting elements (22, 24) are end molded onto 
walls of the housing body (30) on which the reversing lever (32) 
is pivotably mounted. 


10. (previously presented) The operating 
arrangement as claimed in claim 9, wherein said housing body (3 0) 
is of substantially mirror- symmetrical formation. 
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11. (currently amended) A system for 
operating a sliding door in a vehicle, the system comprising: 

a door lock for securing the door in its 
closed position, a latching device which is distant from the door 
lock and can he arrested In a positive -locking manner to hold the 
sliding door in its open position, an inside door operating means 
having an inside door handle, an outside door operating means 
having an outside door handle, a driven element. ~ m , ura ii. v n * 
connecting elements Including a Hr a , ^ n nee ti na »i „ r r 
emending f rrtm Inside door ooeraHno ™»« vn to f.h» rioor- lnl -ivr 

a Beyond , tTOnnwcting ftlemenfc «yfc CT rf^ n ? yQm f^ Qutajrifl 

op^ratAncr mearm ^<? the rtoor lock, and a. t-.tn ^ co^^^c, g i am ^^ 
^tending frc?n> the latching device t-o the ri ^ w ert e i^ .^^ 
.the. driven element having opposed first and second ends,; 

wherein the door lock and the latching 
device are operated mechanically by the inside and the outside 
door handles via respectively [ [aj ] the first and I [a] ] the 
second of said connecting elements; logical functions for 
locking/unlocking the sliding door are realized in the door lock; 
the first and the second connecting elements ecuiu i m.L Lu enaaoo 
tti£h the first end of the driven element and act via a pivoting 

of the driven element - and , yAb. the third rorm eet i, a -V - to 

drive the latching device, the latching device being coupled via 
[[a]] £h£ third one of said connecting elements to the second end 
of said driven element, and wherein the first and the second . 
connecting elements are provided with driver elements located 
between the inside door handle and the outside door handle and 
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■ thg dopr l ocfk at a distance from the door lock to effect the 
drivabilifcy of the driven element- (32, 44 ) by either one of the 
door handles . 
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